IV Cross tables issues

A Anti-Corruption Initiative 

The Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe has identified the fight against corruption and other fraudulent and criminal activities in the region as a high priority. The Anti Corruption Initiative was formally adopted by the members of the Pact at the meeting of the Working Table III in Sarajevo on 16th February 2000.

The Initiative is based upon a strong monitoring mechanism as described in the Action Plan, which envisages a three‑stage process of diagnosis, policy recommendations and monitoring. The first two phases should take no more than a few months. The third stage is a more permanent one, the monitoring process. The Steering Group will push forward and monitor the implementation of the Compact, including the range of policies identify in phase two, that are crucial to achieving results in terms of actually decreasing corruption in SEE.  The monitoring process will entail regular reporting, continued policy dialogue and regional co‑operation. Through cycles of missions, visits, reports, assessment and identification of work programs at meetings of the Steering Group, the monitoring process will establish a permanent dialogue between the countries and the Steering Group.

The monitoring mechanism is described in details in the Action Plan. It mainly uses the principle of peer reviews.

Anti Corruption Initiative


EURO 7.804.600

Background : Corruption and other fraudulent and criminal activities are highly detrimental to the stability of all democratic institutions, and they undermine the business climate, discourage domestic and foreign investment, constitute a waste of economic resources and hamper economic growth, and, therefore,

Stability Pact Commitments, Objectives: The Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe has identified corruption as one of the main issues of SEE. The Anti-Corruption Initiative was formally adopted by the members of the Pact at the meeting of the Working Table III in Sarajevo on 16th February 2000. The objective of SPAI is to help countries of the region, which wish to do so, to build up mechanisms and legislation and practices to fight against corruption.

Description: The Initiative intends to address the following sectors: ratification and implementation of international instruments, promoting good governance, strengthening legislation and promoting the rule of law, promoting transparency and integrity in business operations, and promoting an active civil society. The intention is not to interfere in internal corruption cases, but rather to help and advise in institution building. By coordinating efforts of the international community and by working with recipient countries through a true and responsible dialogue based on a strong monitoring mechanism, the Anti Corruption Initiative will accelerate the process of building up the right institutions and practices in South Eastern Europe. 

Progress to date: The European Commission, the OECD, the Council of Europe, the World Bank, the United States and the Office of the Special Coordinator prepared jointly this Initiative.  Efforts to eliminate corruption in the region are now dependent upon the full political commitment of the public authorities and funds made available by the donor community.

Contacts – Lead agency/agencies: European Commission, Council of Europe, OECD, World Bank, USA and the OCSP.

Activities
TOTAL
FUNDED
NEEDED

Management of the Initiative
319.000
0
319.000

Assessment and policy dialogue
941.400
637.800
303.600

Monitoring and Technical assistance
4.404.000
394.000
4.010.000

Complementary measures
3.172.000
0
3.172.000

Total in EURO for two years
8.836.400
1.031.800
7.804.600

Trauma and Reconciliation in Southeast Europe 

EURO 5.000.000

Background

Large numbers of children and adolescents in Southeast Europe were confronted with acts of cruelty, frequently showing contempt for humanity, on the part of the military and security forces during the war and during their expulsion from their homes. Rape and humiliating torments create deep psychological wounds, stir up hatred and cause severe psychological trauma among those affected. Children and adolescents are frequently not equipped to cope with their experiences themselves. As a consequence, psychic symptoms, irreconcilability and a desire for revenge evolve in those affected and are handed down to future generations. It is necessary not only to break down antipathy and resentment in future generations, but in addition to treat psychic trauma at individual, family and society-based levels.

Stability Pact Commitments, Objectives

Peaceful development in Southeast Europe presupposes not only political and economic reconstruction, but also inner willingness on the part of the people to achieve reconciliation. Therefore the objective of the project is to contribute to a stable psychological and social foundation for the reconciliation work and for building up a democratic society which is desirous of peace both internally and externally. The German government accords high development-policy importance to Trauma and Reconciliation. The German Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) proposed in her letter of 14.12.99 to the coordinator of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe that a multilateral project on the theme of trauma and reconciliation should be integrated in the Stability Pact. The planned  supra-regional project, considered as a cross-table-issue, requires  a trans-sectoral strategy based on the commitment of the Stability Pact members.

Description

The project-purpose is a) to develop concepts and methods for treating individual psychological trauma within a family context as well as to strengthen individual and social resources to develop reconciliation strategies for coping with the consequences of war and civil war among children and adolescents and b) to feed these into practicable and sustainable strategies in Southeast Europe. The methodology approach comprises:

· the individual therapy level (child and family);

· the educational, socio-psychological level (kindergarten, school, university, adult education, leisure activities, etc.);

· the political-cultural level (promotion of democracy, media work, support for the exchange process between cultural and religious communities); 

· the economic level (enterprises, business interest federations). 

At the same time the project is to systematically promote and strengthen sustainable institutional structures in connection with networking existing approaches and governmental as well as non-governmental organisations. 

Progress to date

On behalf of the BMZ, the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) GmbH (German Technical Cooperation) is currently conducting a fact finding mission in order to prepare a suitable project design and to identify local organisations. Country studies are being carried out by well known local experts in the following countries: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Slovenia, Yugoslavia (Serbia, Montenegro, Kosovo), Macedonia, Croatia and Albania. Initial measures (see Results 1-5) of the project, which are built up on a modular basis and adapted to socio-cultural conditions, will be implemented in selected regions as soon as possible. 

Contacts – Lead agency/agencies

The lead agency is the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ), owned by the Federal Republic of Germany, which has already many years of experience in working with the promotion and empowerment of children and youth with special emphasis on trauma-treatment and reconciliation-strategies. An important partner in the preparation and implementation of the project will be the Department of Child and Youth Psychiatry and Psychotherapy at the University of Hamburg. The latter is an internationally recognised institution in the field of trauma and reconciliation, as well as in the methodology, quality assurance and evaluation of this work. The Department of the University of Hamburg cooperates closely with the German Stefanie-Graf-Foundation “Children for Tomorrow”, which is interested in contributing to the above mentioned project. The lead agency will cooperate with local and international organisations in order to guarantee a sustainable impact. 

Budget

Activities
TOTAL
FUNDED
NEEDED

Total for 3 years
7,500,000
2,500,000
5,000,000

List of contacts

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit

Dr. Hans-Heiner Rudolph, (Senior Education Adviser, Head of the Multisectoral Planning Group “Youth”)

Ulrich Winkler, (Project Manager, Southeast Europe)

Postfach 5180

65726 Eschborn

Germany 

Tel. (+49 6196) 79-1341

Fax (+49 6196) 79-1366

Email: Hans-Heiner.Rudolph@gtz.de
Email: Ulrich.W.U.Winkler@gtz.de
Return of Refugees

The Stability Pact is considering ways to promote regional return, drawing on the leverage and expertise of the three Working Tables and in particular of the Humanitarian Issues Working Group (HIWG). Its comprehensive coordination framework can insure the broadest possible participation from action agencies and potential donors and encourage quick action to take advantage of improved circumstances. The fact that some 1.5 million people remain displaced after the conflicts in Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina and that displacement continues even today in FR Yugoslavia illustrates the depth of the problem. 

The key obstacles to repatriation and return are political, administrative, legal and economic rather than humanitarian. The pattern of displacement calls for a regional approach to solutions. The Special Coordinator, in cooperation with UNHCR, has therefore launched a Regional Return Initiative, based on the formation of a Steering Group of International Organisations, countries in the region and major donors, which will coordinate international action in support of return within the general policy framework provided by the HIWG. The Steering Group will support the practical implementation of agreements, legislation and other commitments made at political level, with the support of UNHCR, OSCE and OHR.

Projects on Return of Refugees

Project proposals have been submitted to Working Table I in particular by the UNHCR, lead Agency in the field and the IOM. Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina have also concurred to the project proposals. The total amount of funding requested for these projects is around 200 MEUROs. Some smaller projects have secured partial funding. 

Among the priority projects, the UNHCR has presented a project for voluntary repatriation and sustainable reintegration of Croatian refugees, for 55.6 MEUROs. The UNHCR has equally presented a cluster of projects addressing repatriation of refugees from Croatia and the FRY into Bosnia and Herzegovina and minority returns within that country. The Bosnian authorities have presented a project for massive return of refugees and displaced persons to Bosnia and Herzegovina. The IOM has presented a number of projects that support refugee and minority return and reintegration. A number of these projects can be quickly implemented if adequate financial resources are provided.

Within its overall package of 160 million EURO for Table I quick start projects, the European Commission is funding projects in the field of refugee returns for approximately 119 million EURO.

The Stability Pact does not wish to miss the opportunity of the Regional Funding Conference to secure adequate financial resources for this priority area. The refugee return Steering Group, which should hold its first meeting before the Conference, will be an appropriate forum in which these projects can be assessed and coordinated to avoid duplications.
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